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s a direct result of the mass water 
Ais revolt in the autumn of last 

wear with hundreds of thousands on 
the streets the Government found itself left 
with no sanctions to make people pay the 
hated charges. 

Now they are trying to deal with this 
by bringing emergency legislation to the 
Dail. A sign of their serious weakness is that 
they have tried to smuggle this legislation 
in undercover by attaching it to other bills. 

They want to use landlords to make 
tenants pay and get courts to grant 
attachment orders to welfare payments and 
wages. We should protest in the strongest 


For latest news visit www.socialistworkeronline.ne 


Water charges: 


Sink Irish Water wi 


possible terms against this anti-democratic 
and dictatorial behaviour by this rotten 
government of the rich. 

At the same time we need to understand 
thar we are in a strong position. If most 
people were paying the charges the 
government and their media cronies would 
be shouting it from the rooftops. The fact 
that they are silent and wont give the figures 
means that hundreds of thousands are not 
paying. 

If this level of non-payment holds firm 
or grows it will sink Irish Water. The water 
charges will be unsustainable. 

And even if this underhand legislation 
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is passed by a compliant Dail in which the 
Government has a guaranteed majority they 
will still not really be able to touch people 
before the next election. 

Therefore, four main tasks stand out: 
E Protest strongly against this attempt to 
attack the non-payment movement 
E Build and strengthen the boycott of 
water charges. 
E Keep up the mass demonstrations to 
reinforce the boycott. In particular prepare 
for a big demo in the autumn. 
H Build a political challenge to the 
Government to be the voice of people 
power at the coming election. 
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Greek referendum: OXI/No 


s Socialist Worker went to press 
Greece was heading for a referendum | 


n the proposals made by the Troika 
as a condition for extending the so-called 
‘bail-our’. 

The Tsipras government was forced into 
calling this referendum. It had done its very 
best to reach agreement with what it called 
its ‘European partners’, even to the point 
of agreeing to cuts of €8 billion and the 
continuation of austerity bur this did not 
satisfy the Troika. 

Instead they presented to Greece a series 
of demands that were so extreme that they 
resembled the conditions imposed on a 
country that had been comprehensively 
defeated in war and had surrendered 
unconditionally. These terms have not 
been much publicised in the media which 
has tried to focus on Greece's supposed 
unreasonableness. 

Bur they were both utterly draconian and 
extraordinarily detailed including demands 
chat specified large increases in VAT, cuts 
in pensions, cuts in wages, privatisation of 
key utilities, limits on the right to strike, 
rejection of collective bargaining all the way 
down to the level of TV licenses. 

This blatant blackmail has been backed 
by financial terrorism cutting off funds 
and forcing the closure of the banks. The 
EU institutions and the IMF are trying to 
crush any idea of a democratic alrernative 
to austerity. 

I is clearly of rhe utmost importance 
that there is a resounding NO vote (the 
Greeks say OXI and the term evokes 
wartime resistance to fascism) but a simple 
No vote is not enough. It will strengthen 


Atrocity in 
Tunisia = 38 
slaughtered 


| 


| 
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the hand of Tsipras but it will not resolve 
| the underlying crisis. 
There needs to be a mass sacial 
| movement from below — for a NO vote, but 
| for more than that: 

E For Nationalisation of the Banks to 
| stop the ECB and the rich crashing the 
economy. 
E For Cancellation of the Debt to stop the 
Greek people paying for crisis of the system. 
E For a clear break with the Troika and the 


‘The appalling massacre on the beach in 
Tunisia in which 38 people were killed, 
including Lorna Carty and Laurence and 
Martina Hayes from Ireland, was a hideous 
atrocity. Everyone will sympathise with the 
families and friends of all those who lost 
their lives. 

However, in this situation as in all such 
terrorist atrocities socialists have a duty to 
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EU to end their neoliberal dictatorship to 
the Greek people. 

E For moving towards workers control of 
industry to stop sabotage by the rich. 

In the last weeks there have been 
increasing protests and strikes by Greek 
workers and there was even serious talk in 
the trade unions of a general strike. It was 
this growing mood of resistance that pushed 
Tsipras away from further surrender. 

This needs to intensify. This is what will 


say certain things — things which may nat be 
said in much of the media coverage. 

First that those who perpetrated this 
act are no mare representative of the 
overwhelming majority of Muslims than 
the white supremacist who massacred black 
people in Charleston represents all white 
people, so we should resist any attempt to 
exploit this tragedy for racist purposes. 


ensure a massive NO in the referendum and 


really force the Troika to back off. It will 
also point the way towards a better society 
and better future for the Greek people 
breaking with the tyranny of capitalism. 
At every stage in this struggle the 
Greek working class are entitled to ask for 
and receive the solidarity of all working 
people in Ireland and everywhere. The 
EU ‘institutions’ are not the friends of the 
Greek people and they are not our friends 


Second, these horrible murders, like those 
of Istamic State in Iraq are not just random 
acts of evil. They exist in a context. That 
context is the ravaging and destruction of 
almost the whole of the Middle East by wars, 
occupations and interventions driven, above 
all, by western powers and their corrupt allies 
trying to control the resources of the region. 
[For more on this see Eamonn McCann, 
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Travellers Face Racism 
[asama | 


either. But the struggle of the Greek people 
is our struggle! 

A NO vote and mass revolt in Greece 
will be a blow against Enda Kenny and 
Michael Noonan who have stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the Troika against che 
Greek people and against the Irish people. 


Making Sense of the Middle East, on P5). 


Just as some Europeans blame all Muslims 


for the terrorism of a few, so ISIS and 
others tend to blame all western people for 
the imperialism and crimes of our rulers. 
Both responses are wrong. Socialists call on 
ordinary people of all faiths and none, of all 
countries and regions, to unite and live in 
peace. 
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Getting it in 
Proportion 
Numbers in billions 
are hard to get your 
head round. Socialist 
Worker makes some 
comparisons: 

€1.6 billion — the 

. amount Greece 

was demanded to pay 
the Troika on Tuesday 
30 June. 

€1.6 billion - the 
We tereace in the 
personal fortune of 
Denis O'Brien last year. 
€1.6 billion is only one 
quarter of O'Brien's 
total personal fortune 
of €6 billion and less 
than one fifth of Hilary 
\Weston’s (owner of 
Brown Thomas) fortune 
of €8.8 billion. 

€19.10 a week 

— what an asy- 
lum seeker in Direct 
Provision is expected 
to live on. Last year 
Denis O’Brien made 
€449,000 a day. 

$610 billion - US 

. military spending 

last year. 


John Flanagan Former Rough 
Sleeper Team manager and current 
Substance Misuse Nurse for Dublin 


Simon Community Detox Unit. 


list of our most vulnerable 
citizens. Despite the fanfare of the 
special summit on Dec 4 after the 

| unnecessary death of Jonathon 


is Government has yet again 
failed to deliver ta the growing 
) 


Corrie on the doorsteps of Leinster 
House, our homeless crisis continues 
10 spiral out of control. Fr. Peter 
MceVerry has predicted “a tsunami of 
homelessness” echoing both Dublin 
| Simon and Focus Ireland's outlook. 
The most recent rough sleeper 
count in April of this year recorded 
| 105 people sleeping rough with 
| a further 46 using the recently 
opened night cafe on Merchants 
| Quay, A 199% increase on last year’s 
_ April count. Considering the recent 
__ provision of 271 beds these are 
shocking figures. 
In addition to this the number 
af “new” homeless and hameless 
| families is at an all time high with 
_ 411 families and 911 children 


LANSDOWNE ROAD: 


Another stra 


Mark Walshe, ASTI Fightback 


ot long after the crisis hit 

in 2008, the Government 
N introduced rhe “Financial 
Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Act” or ‘FEMPI 
("FEM-pee’). 

When the Act was amended 
in the Dail in 2013 to enable the 
Government to unilaterally cut the 
pay of public sector workers, Richard 
Boyd Barrett TD attempted to have 
it renamed the FEMBI Act, ice. 
Financial Emergency Measures in 
the BANKERS’ Interest Act — to 
more accurately reflect in whose in- 
terest the legislation was really being 
introduced. 

But the leadership of the trade 
union movement actually welcomed 
FEMPI. Instead of acting on a mo- 
tion passed at the ICTU Biennial 
Conference in Belfast in 2013 to 
campaign vigorously against it, they 
used FEMPI to coerce their mem- 
bers into accepting the Haddington 
Road Agreement (HRA). The line 
from the General Secretaries of the 
teachers’ unions in particular was 
you either “vote for HRA or vote for 
FEMPI.” So any union attempting 


in emergency hotel and hostel 
accommodation. These figures 

are compounded by cuts to rent 
allowance at a time when rents are 

up 15%-20% in urban areas and by a 
refusal of landlords to take people on 
rent allowance, effectively a form of 
discrimination, and most recently by 
an attack an Jone parents. 

The phenomenon of the “new” 
homeless has come about directly as a 
result of countless austerity budgets. 
Homelessness is a symptom of this 
greed driven crisis and has been 
paid in the currency of inequality, 
poverty, addictions, mental health, 
unemployment, suicide and the 
hopes and dreams of not only this 
generation but also those who have 
been forced to leave our shores. The 
victims are endless, Where once 
homelessness was dominated by 
single men who had been abandoned 
by the state having left care and 
who were dealing with alcohol or 
drug dependency, now mare and 
more families are finding themselves 
without shelter. There are no places 
left in hotels, guesthouses and 
emergency units . 


Stile’ 


to break out of ICTU’s prison of 
Social ‘Partnership’ was eventually 
locked up again. 

Now the Government wants 
to start the process of ‘unwinding’ 
FEMPI to give back some of the 
money that was taken from work- 
ers using FEMPI. With che General 
Election on the way, it’s obvious that 
the Labour Party in particular wants 
to try to shore up its plummeting 
support among the workers it claims 
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In 2010, The Dublin Region 
Homeless Executive spent just 
€13,814.95 accommodating homeless 
peaple/families in hotels and B&Bs. 
In 2013, it spent €1,356,281. That's 
96 times higher than the 2010 
total. Presently it is estimated that 
since 2014 the gavernment will 
have spent upwards of £4,000,000 
on this type of accommodation. 
Handsome pay cheques for private 
individuals running often squalid 
B&Bs and roadside hotels, clearly 
not fit for accommodating families. 
For this type of money new social 


Emergency Motion to Support Clerys workers 


n emergency motion on 
Clerys proposed by Cllr 
Brid Smith of People 
Before Profit has just been passed 
unanimously by the South Central 
Area Commitee and will go to the 
full Dublin City Council Meeting 
on 6 July, It states: 

“This area committee calls on 
Dublin City Council to refuse to 
grant any ‘change of use’ planning 
permission in respect of Clerys 
Stare an O'Connell Street to 
Natrium unless this company 
meets with representatives of 
former Clery, workers to discuss 
saving their jobs or financial 
compensation by way of enhanced 
redundancy payments” 


NEVER miss anissue of 
Socialist Worker 
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Cllr Brid Smith said, “The 
treatment of Clerys workers has 
been an absolute disgrace ~ vulture 
capiralism at its worst- and a 
result of the policy of successive 
governments to hand over so 
much of Dublin to property 
speculators. 

This motion is a gesture of 
solidarity with the Clerys workers 
and hopefully it will make it more 
difficult for these unscrupulous 
operators to walk away from their 
responsibilities to workers and 
small traders, who have also been 


| treated outrageously’ 


__ Brid Smith went to say, 
“The Clerys case is particularly 
appalling but it is not unique. 


There has been a pattern of this 
kind of behaviour at Vita Cortex, 
La Sensa, the Paris Bakery and 
elsewhere 

Too many employers seem to 
believe their employees are just 
disposable items on a balance 
sheet who can be dumped on 
the scrapheap as surplus to 
requirements the moment it is 
convenient. 

My mation is a small step 
towards stopping this injustice 
but what is really needed is trade 
union action to put some manners 
on these bosses and government 
legislation to outlaw these 
practices and guarantee workers 
some basic human rights’. 


to represent. Another reason the 
Government is moving to ‘unwind 
FEMPI ar this point is because it 
fears a union may take a legal case to 
have the entire FEMPI Act repealed 
in one fell swoop —exposing it to 
having to reverse all of the pay cuts. 
As Martin Wall reported, “a big fear 
was that a court could rule thar the 
financial emergency legislation was 
no longer valid given the surge in the 
economy.” (Irish Times, 30/10/2014). 
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housing units could be delivered 
or the refitting of the multitude of 
abandoned NAMA properties. 

The government continues to 
absolve themselves of the impending 
tsunami and instead looks to NGOs 
to fix problems created by their 
neoliberal policies, They exempting 
themselves from finding solutions 
and government funding fails to 
match the scale of the recent cuts in 
recent times. 

The greater the devastation caused 
by austerity the more NGOs are 
growing at an alarming rate. Political 
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| homelessness but those at risk of 


| ahuge need to improve the supports 
| and general maintenance of our 
| current emergency hostels. Wet hostels 


In that context, the trade union 
leaders could have decided to do 
what Howlin feared and take a legal 
challenge. Instead, they chose to con- 
tinue their collaboration and help the 
Government to unwind FEMPI gradu- 
ally. They negotiated the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement (LRA) and the larger 
unions have lost no time in recom- 
mending that members accept it. 

LRA seeks to entrench public sec- 
tor ‘reform’ by ensuring that there 
is no relief from the extra working 
hours imposed by Haddington Road 
and that these extra unpaid hours 
actually become permanent for all 
public sector workers. By 201 8, the 
paltry pay restoration promised in 
the agreement will leave workers well 
below what we were earning ten years 
earlier in 2008 — and even further 
below what it would have been had 
we been compensated for the unpaid 
extra hours in HRA. 

Most seriously of all, LRA de- 
mands that we agree that FEMPI 
will remain in place until 2018 at 
the earliest: “The Parties note that, 
notwithstanding the improvement 
of the country’s fiscal position, the 
legislative constraints imposed on 
public service employers under the 


activist Arundhati Roy best describes 
the growth of NGOs: “Armed with 
their billions, these NGOs have waded 
into the world, tuming potential 
revolutionaries into salaried activists, 
gently luring them away from radical 
confrontation” and grassroots 
campaigns”. This government must be 
held accountable. 

Whilst social housing will provide 
immediate support, this will not 
happen overnight. There are a myriad 
of other areas that need addressing 


to help those nat only in long term 


becoming homeless, Firstly there is 


were an innovative idea twenty years 
ago, the aim being to encourage 
rough sleepers off the streets by 
allowing them to drink in hostels so 
that warkers could engage with them 
over time and begin to address their 
addiction issues. Unfortunately over 
time this has extended to rampant 
drug misuse having the misfortune of 
turning most Dublin hostels into often 
dangerous and inhospitable places. 


Capitallam la wrecking tho 
lives of millions and 
endangering the planat. 

A new sociaty can only bo 
constructed when tho workers 
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War Is a constant featuro of 
capltallsm today ns tho 
Imparlaiiat powera try to 
dominate tha oarth. 

Tho “War on Terrorlam” 
Is a cruda davice to attack any 
country which threatens us 
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END RACISM AND 
OPPRESSION 
We oppose all forma of 


divides and weaken the 


We oppose immigration 
controls which are always 
taoclat. 


FOR WORKERS’ UNI 
ORTH ITY IN THE 


Wo stand for workers unity 
against the Assembly 
Pollticlans and Cameron 
government. 


We want to soo an Irl: 
ah 
workera republic where all 


financial emergency legislation will 
continue to be the context for pay 
determination during the lifetime 
of this Agreement.” (5.5). In other 
words, the Government intends to 
retain the right to unilaterally cut our 
pay for at least the next three years. 

In addition the Lansdowne Rd 
Agreement quietly signs the trade 
union movement up to working 
with Irish Water. 

Many of the larger and more in- 
fluential unions in ICTU are okay 
with that — indeed they're in fa- 
vour of it. We can be confident that 
there will be no end of bluster and 
rhetoric against FEMPI ac the up- 
coming ICTU Biennial Conference 
in Ennis (7-9 July) bur che reality is 
that, in negotiating the LRA, ICTU 
unions have negotiated an exten- 
sion to FEMPI and the extra free 
‘productivity’ in HRA. 

Members in all unions should 
campaign vigorously for a No vote to 
LRA asa first step in trying to break 
out of ICTU’ Social ‘Partnership’ 
prison. 

For the full text of the agreement go 
to nttp://www.impact.ie/wp-content/ 


uploads/2015/05/LRA1.pdf. The 
reference to Irish Water is in Section 3.2. 


Homelessness epidemic escalates 


This practice must end and drug and 
alcohol free beds should be provided 
more often or possibly in sections of 
buildings. 

The provision of mental health 
and addiction services have been 
severely cut in recent times, again 
leaving our most vulnerable at risk of 
enduring problems and falling into 
homelessness. There are currently 
10,000 plus people receiving 
methadone with almost 50% taking 
methadone for over 10 years at a cost 
of €20 million per annum. There are 
approx. 120 dedicated detox beds in 
the entire country, which makes little 
or no sense. Of this number most 
are provided by overstretched NGOs 
or Cuan Mhuire which for obvious 
reasons arc often not welcomed 
by homeless people who may have 
suffered at the hands of the Church. 
Our drug policies need to be radically 
challenged. 

Tam however encouraged 
by recent grassroots campaigns 
highlighting the plight of our 
homeless population and believe 
that this new level of activism is very 
Positive. 


workers gain. 
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A Rogues 


Michael Wallace 


ere is Socialist Worker's sample of 
a few of the rogues who rule Irish 
society. It could easily have been 
much larger. Just think of who we 
left out - Bertie Aherne, Seanie 
Fitzpatrick, Michael O'Leary, James Reilly 
and lots more! 


Michael Buckley: Tony Soprano 
wannabe 


Ruthless boss of Greyhound Recycling who 
locked his workers out for nearly three months 
last year after they refused to sign new contracts 
demanding 35% pay cuts. 

Buckley failed to break the striking workers 
resolve with scab labour, starvation and threats 
of jail after getting an injunction against the 
basic democratic right to protest and picket. 

Bin privatisation enabled Buckley to ‘win’ 
the lucrative contract in 2012 to collect Dublin 
City’s household refuse and immediately hiked 
bin charges by 16.5% and cancelled 40,000 
waivers to the poorest households. 

He escaped conviction after being found 
guilty of emissions and odour pollution at his 
Clondalkin plant and was fined instead. 


John Tierney: From Poolbeg to 
Irish Water 


Tierney became chief of Irish Water in 2013 
after six years as County Manager of Dublin 
City Council. 

While demanding people pay hundreds a 
year for water, he defended his €200,000 salary, 
huge bonuses for IW staff (29 of whom are on 
€100,000 plus) and splashed out €85 million 
on consultants. 

As DCC chief, he wasted a staggering €108 


million on the Poolbeg Incinerator fiasco and 
invoked a veto to overturn a 52-2 vote by City 
councillors so he could flog the bin service to 
Buckley and Greyhound. 

He recently proposed that criminal prosecu- 
tions should be brought against anyone who 
obstructed the installation of water meters. 


The Two Bankers: Boucher & 
Duffy 


Richie Boucher is boss of €4.5 billion bailed- 
out Bank of Ireland whose outrageous salary 
of €843,000 is backed by the government. 

Arrogant and dismissive of Oireachtas Finance 
Committees, he said debt forgiveness for 11,700 
families in arrears was “not the policy of the 
bank.” 

Chairman of AIB, David Duffy, claimed there 
was “no credible risk of losing your home.” AIB, 
the €21 billion bailed-out bank, and now 99% 
government-owned, has threatened to repos- 
sess 5,700 homes by the end of last year, with 
Duffy saying struggling families could pay their 
mortgage but have “decided not to.” 


Enda Kenny: is this guy worth 
€3,500 a week? 


The Taoiseach hides away from serious TV 
interviews, debates and intelligent discussion. 
Confronted with serious questions of any kind, 
he often dismisses them with bizarre and ar- 
rogant remarks, 

Asked how poor people were expected to pay 
€500 euro water bills, Enda’s insulting advice 
was “turn off your tap.” 

Launching a commission on low pay, he 
claimed he was “very much worth” his €3,500 
a week salary. 

Lately Kenny has claimed to “have no deal- 


ings with Denis O Brien at all” yet has appeared 
alongside the tax-shy tycoon at several high- 
profile public gatherings when not groveling 
at the feet of his EU/IMF masters. 


Margaret Heffernan: Dunnes 
Union Buster 


Heffernan is boss of Dunnes Stores, one of the 
largest retail chains in the country with annual 
profits of €300 million. 

She has a personal fortune of €389 million, 
enjoys a reputation as a union-buster and has been 
aggressive in opposing basic demands from her 
workers for job security, decent hours and earn- 
ings and the right to trade union representation. 

Following the recent one-day strike by 6,000 
staff, Dunnes management bullied and intimi- 
dated workers who'd participated in the action. 

Employers like Heffernan are encouraged by 
government policies that fuel a race to the bot- 
tom in wages and working conditions. 


Michael Noonan: Bondholder 
and Speculator 


Noonan is Minister for Finance in the FG/ 
Labour government. He's also a speculator and 
bondholder who makes millions gambling on 
domestic and international stock markets. 

He holds shares in AIB and Bank of Ireland, 
makes huge profits betting on US banks and 
sold Euro shares to invest in gold. 

He recently purchased Portuguese govern- 
ment debt to become a bondholder. Noonan 
contemptuously remarked in 2012 that the only 
things linking Ireland with Greece are ‘holidays’ 
and ‘feta cheese’. 

He's now playing an aggressive role in help- 
ing the EU/IMF bully the Syriza government 
into imposing €8 billion more in austerity cuts 
on an already poverty-stricken Greek people. 


Britain: Anti-Tory resistance rises 


Gallery 


Huw Williams reports from Bristol very political. f agreed, was magnificent - braad, | been the candidature of Left 
Next came a series of local angry, militant, young and a wing MP, Jeremy Corbyn for 
rom the moment David demonstrations breath of the vacant leadership of the 
Fe incre achieved his in towns fresh air in Labour Party. 
surprise election victory, such as what has been At first it looked as if there 
based on only 36% of the vote, a | Manchester, the somewhat | would be no one from the Left 
fightback against the Tories and Sheffield, | stagnant pool | even in the race because to get 
their austerity policies has been Cardiff and of British on the ballot paper needs the 
gaining momentum. Swansea, politics lately. | support of 35 Labour MPS and 
On the Saturday immediately | all of which Also the there are probably no more than 
following the 7 May election mobilised movementis | 15 left MPs. 
2000 plus people turned up to significant continuing. Then MPs who didn’t agree 
protest at Downing Street. numbers. d Itis with Corbyn backed so that ‘there 
This was followed on the next There clear that would be a debate’. 


Wednesday by an amazing 4000 
strong demonstration in Bristol. 

What was particularly striking 
about this was that it was 
independently called, not by the 
left or the unions, but by 6" form 
school students and then took off 
on Facebook. 

The mood on the largely 
youthful march was vibrant and 


were also large People’s Assembly 
meetings of several hundred 
people in many different towns 
across the country. 

All of this culminated in a 
massive 250,000 strong national 
anti-austerity demonstration 
called by the People’s Assembly 
on 20 June. 

This march, it is universally 


there will be a number of large 
protests against the Tories’ 
Emergency Budget on 8 July 
and, responding to pressure from 
below, the TUC has called for a 
major demonstration at the Tory 
Conference in Manchester in 
October. 

One interesting aspect 
of this rise in struggle has 


Now it turns out Corbyn is 
going down very well with the 
Labour grassroots and coming 
out best from the TV debates. 

It is still unlikely, if noc 
impossible, that he will win 
but it is further evidence that 
there is a real mood of resistance 
developing in Britain at the 
moment. 


Joan Burton: Thatcherite with 
‘nothing to apologise for.’ 


Social Protection Minister and Labour Party 
leader, Burton capped the rent allowance to 
low-income families in 2012 leading to rampant 
homelessness with over 500 families and 1,000 
children now in emergency accommodation. — 

She’s responsible for reducing the dole of 
young people by half and forcing them to work 
39 hours a week for €1.50 an hour for exploita- 
tive bosses under the ‘JobBridge’ scheme. Joan 
is now savagely cutting lone parent payments 
to the poorest families in the country without 
providing the affordable childcare she promised. 

She has complained that working class peo- 
ple had access to ‘expensive’ mobile phones 
on protests and compared anti-water charges 
demonstrators who trapped her in a car for 
one hour to ‘fascists’. Ata Party Conference 
in March, Burton declared Labour had “noth- 
ing to apologise for and much to be proud of.” 


Denis O’Brien: Republican with 
a Small ‘r’ 
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Last but by no means least:tax exile billionaire 
O' Brien has seen his fortune jump massively to 
€6 billion , helped by receiving 500 million in 
debt write-downs from the likes of IBRC to buy 
Topaz, the Beacon and Siteserv on the cheap. 

His enormous wealth allows him to buy up 
large sections of the media which is often used to 
attack the Left, promote a pro-austerity agenda 
and demonise water protesters. 

High court injunctions were used to silence 
RTE and try to suppress a Dail speech on 
O'Briens banking details by Independent TD 
Catherine Murphy. 

From his plush residence in Haiti, Denis 
recently wrote an article complaining of the 
“levels of hatred” directed at him, attacked his 
opponents and said, “I will always be proud 
to be Irish, optimistic and a Republican with 
a small ‘r’.” It’s not unusual for rogues to pull 
on the green jersey to conceal their robbery of 
the people. 


Beating the Rogues 

‘These rogues are not just individuals but part of 
a class, the 1%, who together are very powerful 
and control Ireland’s wealth, political system 
and media. 

But they can be beaten because in the end, 
as the great poet Shelley said, “We are many, 
they are few!” 

‘The revolt over water charges has given a 
glimpse of how that can be done: mass action 
on the streets and in the communities. 

Add to that the power of workers in their 
workplaces and we would really have an un- 
stoppable force. 


E Wikipedia says A rogues gallery (or rogues gal- 

lery) is a police collection of pictures or photographs 

of criminals and suspects kept for identification 

purposes.[1] The term is also used figuratively for 

any group of shady characters or the line-up of 
“mugshot” photographs that might be displayed 
in the halls of a dormitory or workplace. 


| 


| 


4 Soclallst Worker 


John Molyneux 


Dn Imo 
n 22 May the Irish | 
Republic voted | 
massively for 


marriage equality. 

On Saturday 6 June 
People Before Profit in 
Belfast called a march 
for marriage equality 
in the North and over 
1000 people attended. 

Then a week later, 
the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions, Amnesty 
International and 

the Rainbow Project 
also held a demo for 
marriage equality. Up to 
20,000 turned out. 

In the Republic the 
past year has seen, 
as everyone knows, a 
massive revolt against 
austerity focussed, 
above all, on the issue 
of water charges. 

This has led to the 
possibility at least that 
radical left and anti- 
austerity parties will do 
better than ever before 
in the next election. 

In the recent General 
Election Gerry Carroll 
of People before Profit 
polled an excellent 
6798 votes in West 
Belfast on the basis 
of opposing Stormont 
imposed austerity. 

The build up to this 
election result included 
a large-scale public 
sector workers strike 
and demonstration on 
March 13. 

In 2014 there were 
mass demonstrations 
for Palestine during the 
Israeli war of aggression 
against Gaza. 

10,000 marched in 
protest to the Israeli 
Embassy in Dublin, 

There was also 
a mass Palestine 
solidarity movement 
erupted at the same 
time in the North with 
Carroll and People 
Before Profit playing a 


On the day of the 


| 
| We support a ' and South! 


demonstration in 
Dublin coach loads of 
protestors came down 
from the North and the 
rally was addressed by 


| Eamonn McCann from 


Derry. 

There is a pattern 
here - more and more 
people are fighting over 
the same issues North 
and South. 

In 1916 James 
Connolly predicted that 


| the partition of Ireland 


would lead to a ‘carnival 
of reaction’ on both 
sides of the border. 

He was proved right. 

Both North and South 
the establishment - 
essentially the capitalist 
ruling class - was able 
to use a combination 
of conservative religion 
(Protestant or Catholic) 
and nationalism 
(Orange or Green) to 


| keep their populations 
| down and divided. 


Divisions 
For most of the 20" 
century this worked - 


| more or less . It is now 


starting to break down 
North and South. 

The old divisions 
between Protestants 
and Catholics, between 
Fine Gael and Fianna 
Fail, are starting to lose 
their potency and being 
replaced by a different 
polarisation between 


| supporters of austerity 


very prominent role in it. | 


and its opponents, 
between the rotten 
political establishment 
and the grassroots, 
between the old guard 
bigots and a new 
generation committed 
to equality. 

We at Socialist 
Worker enthusiastically 
welcome this change. 

We want to unite 

| the Irish people but 
not on the basis of 
the old nationalism or 
republicanism. 


united Ireland but this 
would be a different, 
alternative Ireland 
not an extension of 
the corrupt and rotten 
| Southern State. 
We want a new 
| Ireland that is an anti- 
| austerity Ireland, that 
doesn't cut wages 
and welfare and 
| sacrifice our children 
to please the banks, 
the bondholders or the 
Tories and doesn't sell 
off our public services 
to private corporations. 
We want a new 
Ireland with real 
equality for LGBT 
people and for women 
including the right to 
choose - North and 


| South. 


We want a 
new Ireland free 
of domination 
by conservative, 
child abusing, 
institutionalised religion 
- North and South. 

We want a multi- 
cultural, anti-racist 
Ireland that welcomes 
migrant workers and 
refugees. 

We want a neutral 
independent lreland 
that doesn't get its 
orders from Britain or 
America or the EU and 
the IMF; that speaks 
up for the people of 
Palestine, Greece and 
Egypt, not Obama, 
Netanyahu, Angela 
Merkel or General 
Al-Sisi. 

And we want a new 
different Ireland with 
some real democracy, 
that is with public 
representatives who 
are accountable to 


and recallable by their 


| electors, and who are 


Paid the wages of the 
people they represent 


| not fat cat salaries with 
| Massive pensions. 


We want neither the 


| Dail nor Stormont but 


people power - North 
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For an alternative 
united Ireland 


Lorraine McMahon 


rish Travellers are a small minority 
of the Irish population, numbering 
29,573 according to the census 
of 2011, but more according to 
other estimates, or less than 1% 
of the total. i 
But they are an indigenous minority 
who have been part of Irish society for 
centuries and they are a distinct group 
with long common history and shared 
culture, values and customs, in which 
the tradition of leading a nomadic life 
plays an important part, and which dis- 
tinguishes them from the sedentary or 
settled community. ; 
Travellers have long faced and continue 
to face intense racism and discrimination. 
It comes in the form of verbal abuse, 
racist language and sometimes violent 
attacks but even more importantly it is 
embedded in the daily practice of the 
institutions of the state. 
To see how severe this is you have to 
look at the statistics on Traveller health, 
housing, education and employment. 


Traveller Health 

The gap between the health status of 
‘Travellers and that of the settled popu- 
lation is starcling. 

Œ Life expectancy at birth for male 
‘Travellers is 15.1 years less than the general 
population, i 

A Life expectancy at birch for female 
Travellers is now 70.1 which is 11.5 years 
less than women in the general population 
Œ Traveller infant mortality is estimated 
at 14.1 per 1,000 live births (compared 
with che general population rate of 3.9 
per 1,000 live births). 

E Travellers have a greater burden 
of chronic diseases than the general 
population 

IB Suicide rates are nearly 7 times higher in 
‘Traveller men compared with the general 
male population. 

W Suicide accounts for 11% of all Traveller 
deaths. 


Traveller Accommodation 
Accommodation is onc of the most critical 
issucs for the Traveller community and the 
most significant determinant on health. 

The report of the Task Force on the 
Travelling Community 1995 recom- 
mended that 3100 units of Traveller 
specific accommodation be provided. 
Two decades later less than 10% has 
been provided. 

The Housing (Traveller 
Accommodation) Act 1998 places a statu- 
tory obligation on Local Authorities to 
develop 5 year Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes (TAPs) to include halting 
sites, group housing and transient sites. 

But local authorities have consistently 
failed to deliver on these programmes and 
there is no accountability or sanctions for 
non delivery. 

With the States failure to deliver ac- 
commodation for Travellers, increasing 
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numbers of Travellers families are finding 
themselves homeless. 

At the same time the anti-trespass leg- 
islation in che Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2002 means that Travellers 
forced to live on unofficial sites are com- 
mitting the offence of trespass and are open 
to prosecution and having their homes 
impounded. 

In July 2014 the UN Human Rights 
committee called on the Irish government 
to amend the 20002 Housing Act to meet 
the specific accommodation requirements 
of Traveller families. 

To date the government have made no 
amendments in this regard. 

In 2013 361 Traveller families compris- 
ing over 1400 individuals were living on 
the road side or on unofficial sites. 

In 2014 this increased to 445 families. 

Many have to endure intolerable con- 
ditions, that arc often unsafe, severely 
overcrowded and without access to the 
basic facilities of sanitation, water and 
electricity. 

The Irish Traveller Movement in col- 
laboration with the European Roma Rights 
Centre have submitted a collective com- 
plaint to the European Committee of Social 
Rights against the Irish Government for 
failing to live up to its promises under the 
European Social Charter to deliver proper 
accommodation to Travellers. 

The final outcome of this complaint 


Maeve McGrath 


here has been a wave of indus- 
trial action sweeping Germany 
over the last few weeks. 

Train drivers have been out 


ple days since May 


The train company, Deutsche Bahn, is 


stock company with the 
Germany being its 


Also in May, special needs assistants 


ted in gart for better pay. 
Their union, Ver.di, called Al 


ple cities in solidarity 


Since June 8 the postal service in 


ermany have been on strike - with no 
ate to return to work until 
ment is reached. 


an agree- 


e workers voted 92% in favour of 


The states response to accommodation needs for Traveller families - steel sheds 


providing 
is awaited. 


Employment, Enterprise 
and Traveller Economy 
Nationally Traveller unemployment is 
alarmingly high at 84.3%. 

‘There is a grave mismatch between 
Travellers’ multiple skills, abilities and 
ways of organising and the opportunities 
currently available to engage in economic 
activity. 

‘The distinct manner in which Travellers 
organise economic activity includes; 
Nomadism — where mobility makes 
marginal activity viable; an emphasis on 
sell employment; the extended family as 
the basic economic unig, the home and 
the work base being one of the same; 
self sufficiency and flexibility. 

However, government policies and 
regulations have impacted directly and 
negatively on Traveller economy. 

This includes the Control of Horses Act 
(1996); the Directive on End of Life of 
Vehicles (2000); the anti-trespass legisla- 
tion (Housing (Miscellaneous provisions) 
Act 2002); the Casual Trading Act (2005); 
as well as proposed new legislation on 
scrap metal. 

There has been no measures put in place 
by the state to mitigate the negative impacts 
of these policies on ‘Traveller economy, nor 
was there any impact assessment prior to 
introduction of the Acts. 
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strike action. Ver.di, is seeking higher 
wages and shorter working hours. 

In addition, the company has set up 
a new, internal company; and is payi 
their 6,500 workers lower salaries 
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Trovellers Towards Their Equality 


tee the 


ter, sanitation and electricity made for construction sites not family living; (Right) Traveller protest. 


The fact is that Travellers ways of or- 
ganising economic activity are deemed 
not to ‘fir this society and therefore have 
been shut down by discriminatory policies. 


Ethnicity and Racism 

This massive insdtutional disadvantage and 
discrimination is reinforced by the fact 
that the ethnic identity of Irish Travellers 
is still not recognised by the state. 

There is no excuse for this. 

Iris the declared wish of most Travellers 
in Ireland to have formal recognition of 
their ethnic status. 

The Irish government have obligations 
in line with various human rights treaties 
that it has signed up to. 

These treaties include The UN 
Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, The International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
The Framework Canvention on National 
Minorities, the Universal Period Review, 
and the UN Commission on the Rights of 
the Child which take account of Travellers 
right to recognition and self identity. 

Recognition was also recommended 
by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Traveller Ethnicity in April 2014. 

And yer it still hasn't happened. 

‘The protracted refusal by consecutive 
governments to recognise Traveller ethnic- 
ity remains a barrier to the realisation of 
Travellers’ human rights in Ireland. 


Therefore the question needs to be 
asked; why does the Irish State continue to 
deny the recognition of Traveller Ethnicity? 
And why is there so much discrimination 
against Travellers? 

Although in Ireland there is no organ- 
ised racist movement, there is an established 
and deep rooted institutional racism against 
Travellers which is quite complex. 

It is racism from the top down backed 
through the institutions of the state system 
and the media and assisted by government 
policies which create the conditions for 
racism to take root and grow. 

Equality legislation from 1998 formally 
made discrimination against Travellers an 
offence. 

Contrary to this, the rise of anti Traveller 
racism among arms of the state has been 
alarming. 

For example, District Court Judge, 
Seamus Hughes 2012 in a court hear- 
ing, referred to a Traveller man as “like 
Neanderthal men abiding by the ‘laws of 
the jungle’. 

Former Minister for Environment 
with responsibility for Traveller 
Accommodation, Phil Hogan wrote to 
members of his constituency stating 
“they had nothing to be concerned about 
as Travellers would not be housed in his 
constituency’. 

Donegal Fianna Fail Councillor Sean 
McEniff stated, that Travellers should be 


doing the same job, 
i trick has become a trend amongst 
mplayers in Germany. 

€ company is motivated to raise 


teir profits as they have made share- 


CROSS IA A a 


“housed away from settled communities, there 
should be a community of themselves together”: 

Yet not one of these public figures 
was held accountable for their disgrace- 
ful comments. 


The Roots of this Racism 

The fact that this discrimination and racism 
is not just a matter of individual attitudes 
nor a peculiarity of Irish culture is shown 
by che fact that Travellers and nomadic 
people, like the Roma in Europe, have been 
persecuted for centuries and continue to 
be persecuted taday right across the world. 

The underlying reason is that the 
capitalist system wants a docile settled 
workforce accustomed to regular wage 
labour and a travelling life style is seen 
as a threat to this. 

This leads to a persistent tendency to 
try to force Travellers to conform and 
assimilate and to see them as ‘a problem’. 

This is then reinforced by the system's 
necds for scapegoats onto whom popular 
fear and anger at austerity and inequality 
can be diverted as part of a strategy of 
divide and rule. 

This is why socialists support the 
immediate recognition of Traveller eth- 
nicity, oppose all forms of anti-Traveller 
racism and argue that everyone in the 
working class and anti-austerity move- 
ment should unite with and defend the 
Traveller community. 


acism 


holders an unusual promise: they have 
promised stakeholders 8% annually. To 
do this the corporation needs to raise 
their profits by five billion. 

At least half of their annual profits 
go back to shareholders. 

This pressure comes as a result of the 
privatisation and floatation of the for- 
merly public service on the stock market 
in 1995. 

Although Germany operates on a 
federal system this is a national strike 
and is having a massive impact. 

The employer has started seeking un- 
paid scab labour via WhatsApp to help 
deliver post, and offering €100 vouchers 
for Amazon in return. 

The DPV, a communications union, 
has balloted their members, who voted 
in favour of strike action and have begun 
an indefinite strike. 

Staff at Amazon have also voted in 


favour of strike action. Air traffic control- 
lers have planned strikes this month to 
protest EU measures to change air space 
regulation under the guise of lowering 
emissions - but in the process lower safety 
standards and costs. 

Politically, casualised work and deregu- 
lation of conditions has been promoted 
by the state. 

Low paid work is now more predomi- 
nate in Germany than in Bulgaria. A 
quarter of the workforce are in low pay- 
ing jobs. 

For decades now, wages have not risen 
in Germany. 

Much like we have seen with the water 
movement in Ireland, it has taken longer 
than expected to see a fight back but these 
strikes represent the most significant 
challenge to capital in Germany in the 
last twenty years and come at an excellent 
time to link in with resistance in Greece. 
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hat are you fighting 
for? it's not my 
security.It’s just an old 
war.Not even a cold 
war.” Thus Marianne Faithful in her 
classic 1979 song. Broken English. 

She might have been singing about 
the Middle East today. 

In Syria in September 2013 the 
residents of a Christian village, 
Maaloula, about 20 miles from 
Damascus, which had been overrun 
by Islamic militants, appealed for heip 
from a nearby base of Bashir Assad’s 
Syrian army - which promptly provided 
them with jeep-loads of guns. 

They returned to Maaloula and 
drove the Islamists out. 
At the time, Obama was 


| contemplating a bombing campaign 


against Assad in retaliation for a 
chemical weapons assault on a 
suburb of Damascus which had killed 
dozens (at least) of civilians and 
which was widely attributed to Assad. 

On BBC News, distraught Maaloula 
villagers voiced fears that, having 
gone into battle with Assad’s weapons 
against Assad’s enemies, they might 
now be targeted by US bombers. 


Targeted 

In the event, the air strikes were 
called off after Russia brokered a deal 
under which Assad agreed to get rid of 
his chemical weapons. 

Yemen is even more confusing. 
The Islamic dictatorship of Saudi 
Arabia has for months been bombing 
the Yemeni capital Sana’a in an effort 
to dislodge the Houthi movement 
which seized power there in 2014. 

The US, viewing the conflict as a 
proxy war between the Saudis and 
Iran, is backing the Saudis with 
arms, intelligence and diplomatic 
encouragement. 

American determination to oust 
the Houthis has been sharpened by 
reports that contingents from the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 
have been in Sana'a supporting the 
Houthis. 

Meanwhile, 1,500 miles to the 
North, Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
have been fighting alongside the US's 
Iraqi allies against Islamic State. 

Photographs have appeared of 
Qassem Soleimani, commander 
of the elite Quds division of the 
Revolutionary Guards, inspecting 
troops outside Saddam Hussein's 
home town, Tikrit, just before an 
offensive to wrest it away from Islamic 
State. 
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US bombers have provided cover 
for forces, including forces aligned 
with Iran, advancing on IS positions. 

America’s most senior soldier, 
General Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
earlier this year that Iran's 
involvement in Iraq could be seen as 
“a positive thing”. 

Thus, Iran and the US are 
effectively conducting joint operations 
in Iraq even as they battle it out in 
Yemen. 

in Syria at the same time, Iran 
continues to helps finance and arm 
the forces of Bashar Assad who, 
at least when it suits them, as in 
Maaloula, help defend Christians 
against attack by Islamic State. 

The only way to make sense of 
any of this is by keeping in mind that, 
ultimately, these are wars for control 
of the resources of the region. 

The hatred and twisted extremism 
on display are distorted expressions of 
the competitive greed of the various 
interests. 


Generated 

The politics are generated by the 
clashes between gangs of cut-throats 
carving out territories which they hope 
to rob and rule, 

In the process, many thousands 
have perished and millions been 
hunted across deserts to live in 
sickness and despair in tattered 
camps, dependent on grudging charity 
and cruel chance. 

Those who manage to make a 
break for a better life might die by the 
boat-load in the Mediterranean or, if 
they make it that far, cluster in Calais 
in hopes of smuggling themselves 
like contraband into England, where 
newspapers denounce them in 
advance as spongers and worse and 
it’s only in whispers that it’s ever 
suggested that the solution is simple - 
let them in. 

The big powers, with Britain 
and France in the van, more lately 
joined by the US, Russia and others, 
have been carving up the Middle 
East and gouging out its riches for 
generations, inventing fraudulent 
“nations”, mangling history, bribing, 
brow-beating, murdering, maiming, 
taking this side or that depending on 
passing perceptions of advantage for 
themselves. 

Looked at in that light, what's 
happening now isn't perplexing at all. 

It's nothing but the same old story. 
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ablo Iglesias, leader of Podemos, 
the new radical party in Spain. 
is fond of quoting the Italian 
Marxist, Antonio Gramsci. A 
recent article of his, entitled 
Trench Warfare and Political Strategy, 
Iglesias cites Gramsci as being the first 
to understand the strategic importance 
of creating ‘hegemonic narratives’ which 
draw consent across the social spectrum. 

Podemos, the political grouping that 
grew out of the mass mobilisations of the 
Tndignados movement in Spain, is grap- 
pling with how to steer the anti-austericy 
movement into a successful strategy for 
the Spanish elections in the autumn. 

Quoting Gramsci as an authority shows 
how strong the left tradition is in Spain. 
Bur, too often, Gramsci is invoked to argue 
for a pathway away from radicalism co 
politics as normal. 

Gramsci was deeply concerned with 
strategy and how mass movements could 
challenge the power structures of capital- 
ism. In 1921, in response to the employers’ 
lock- out across the factories in Turin, 
Gramsci and other militants established 
workers’ committees as alternative way of 
organising society. Like Lenin he saw the 
need for revolutionaries to break with the 
Labour Parties of his day and founded the 
Italian Communist Party, Gramsci also 
had to endure the terrible cost of mistaken 
strategies as he spent the last ten years of 
his life in Mussolini's jails. 

But this combative revolutionary is not 
the Gramsci that Iglesias is referring to. 
For Iglesias the struggle for hegemony, 
is not so much a practical strategy in the 
course of struggle as an ideological pro- 
ject aimed at changing the way politics 
is described. This watered-down version 
of Gramsci is possible because Gramsci’s 
writings in prison were disjointed and, 
taken on their own, often ambiguous. 

Gramsci’s discussion of hegemony is 
based on the idea thar struggles against 
the system take different forms at different 
times. Sometimes they involve a head-on 
clash with the state — what he called æ 
war of movement — like Russian workers’ 
revolution in October 1917. 

At other times, they are long, drawn- 
out affairs which, like the trench warfare 
of the First World War, saw neither side 
gaining ground. At such moments, de- 
mands for social change had to stop short 
of revolution in order to unite people of 
different political persuasions against the 
common enemy. 

These battles Gramsci described as a 
war of position. In both instances, socialists 
sought win people over - or gain hegemony 


msci, Strategy and Podemos 


Antonio Gramsci and Pablo Iglesias - spot the difference. 


- within the mass of people involved. 

Gramsci's wrote about the war of posi- 
tion because of the specific situation that 
revolutionaries faced in che early 1920's. 
In the wake of a defeated movement and 
the rise of fascism, some believed that 
socialists could make revolution on their 
own, without the involvement of wider 
social forces. Gramsci was against this 
political purism. 


Challenge 

Unity in action but also, he argued, the 
political challenge to ruling ideas -in every 
domain - was vital to winning over the 
majority to socialism. 

Strategies in the war of position had 
as their aim strengthening the movement 
politically for greater confrontations to 
come. 

The trouble is that many on the left have 
taken Gramsci’s writings about the war of 
position as the on/y strategy and the end 
point. In the 1970s, some Communist 
Parties decided that Gramsci’s strategy of 
hegemony allowed them to sign up to 
electoral pacts with right-wing parties. 
The Spanish Communist Party, under 
the Eurocommunist Santiago Carrillo, 


used these arguments to justify the pact 
of Moncloa, a cross-party agreement which 
proposed austerity measures and social 
containment to ‘manage the transition’ 
after Franco. The ‘struggle for hegemony’ 
had thus come to mean little more than 
participating in governments and work- 
ing within the institutions of capitalism. 

Iglesias today is critical of these strate- 
gies of the past. But he continues to use 
Gramsci to justify a move to the centre. 
He argues that in modern capitalist socic- 
ties, ‘culture’ and ‘political narratives’ are 
the main means through which capitalist 
hegemony is secured. Election campaigns 
— what Iglesias calls Gramsei’s ‘trench war- 
fare of modern times’ ~ need to speak 
the language of the ‘centre of the political 
chessboard’, creating a new ‘common 
sense’ which breaks with the dominant 
narrative of ‘the political caste’. 

Thus Iglesias and his advisory ceam 
have proposed to remove any demands 
and language in the Podemos programme 
which will ‘put people off. 

For example, a universal basic income, 
the lowering of the retirement age, and 
the non-payment of illegitimate debt 
-Indignados movement demands - have 


been replaced by ‘promoting employment 
rights’ and ‘debe restructuring’ to be paid 
for by ‘boosting consumer demand’. 

These proposals are not being developed 
democratically in the course of struggles, 
as Gramsci envisaged, but by political ‘ex- 
peres’ who supposedly know the current 
state of mass consciousness. 

The mood in the anti-austerity move- 
ment, as the May 24 local and regional 
elections in Spain showed, is rather more 
radical. Ada Colau, the anti-eviction activ- 
ist who was elected mayor of Barcelona, 
has promised to return decision-making 
in the city to the people, do away with 
home evictions, increase public housing 
and redistribute the city’s wealth. 


Social Forces 
Podemos backed her as a candidate but she 
clearly stood for Indignados movement 
radicalism, not fora softer, centrist strategy. 
The struggle for hegemony is not just 
about representations of reality but takes 
place amongst real social forces locked in 
a battle over resources and who controls 
what. 
Colau won because she expressed the 
needs of the anti- eviction movement and 


the concerns of people suffering austerity. 
As an activist on che ground, she under- 
stood that her election campaign had to be 
the mobilising voice of the movement and 
aim co extend its radicalism, not dilute it. 
‘This is a lesson which should not be lost 
on the anti-austerity movement in Ireland. | 

Gramsci described the working class as 
holding a mix of political ideas. One set 
is the seeming ‘common sense’ which is 
pushed at us by the government and the 
media and which we often accept uncriti- 
cally, Another is what Gramsci called ‘good 
sense’ that is developed in the course of 
struggles and which represents our inter- 
ests against those who control the system. 

Iglesias claims, although many in 
Podemos disagree, that Gramsci teaches 
us to taper our political programmes to 
the common sense of the centre ground. 

Bur the best strategy that we can take 
from Gramsci is spreading and popularising 
the ‘good sense’ that has emerged from 
the struggles against austeriry. 

This is what the battle for hegemony 
is in practice, a strategy based on the 
understanding that elections should be 
subordinate to the needs of the move- 
ment - not the other way round. 
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R eading only the headlines about Pope Francis issuing an encyclical warning 


about climate change one could be forgiven for asking this question. 

ieee ‘pean it shocked and angered some of the conservative Catholics in the 

y a the Republican Right who are climate change deniers to the last barrel of oil. 
e should stick to his job, they said, and mind his own business, 


about what happens to people after the 
Presumably the Rep 


its citizens is their 
interfere, 
However when you look a little 


very much in line with certain str: 
For a start he 


which is to worry 
j t y are dead not while they are alive. 

l ublican Right think deciding the fate of the world and all 
job, given to them by God no doubt, and that no one else should 


further into what the Pope said it turns out to be 
ands in traditional Catholic thinking. 


doesn?t blame climate chan i 
eon i : 
eE a ge on anything as material as produc 


Moving with the times 


enables the Pope to link climate chan; 


is move 

both examples of human 

S tres i i isr ;, 
Che N Arait e eee on territory that is rightfully God’s. 


i 
_ also a Catholic in another sense 
centuries, as Catholicism has done 
, 

at least to some degree, real social 


Catholicism has 


ge with the issue of abortion rights — 


‘ Mi F 
No ‘great’ religion can survive through the 
unless it is able to move with the times and reflect, f 


s of the o 
Church has to retain their alle 


It can’t do that 


Poor starve or drown or let the planet burn. 


o say to the poor and the downtrodden 


Dar; 
Patience”, ‘R 
Render ht 
, unto Caesar that which is Caesar's’, ‘Don't rise up, leave it to us — 
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Pressure increases to repeal the 8" 


Madeleine Johansson 


allowing the success of 

the Marriage Equality 

referendum, there is a 

significant sense that 

the next issue we need 
to tackle is the question of abor- 
tion rights. 

Young people in Ireland have 
shown a high level of support for 
changing the current abortion 
laws, favouring abortion rights 
under any circumstance in polls 
from 2004 onwards. 

Changes in abortion law would 
require a referendum in order to 
remove the 8* Amendmentto the 
constitution, which was inserted 
in 1983 and equates a woman's 
life with that of a foetus. 

In the month of June two dif- 
ferent reports have been published 
in favour of repealing the 8". 

The first was by Amnesty 
International which highlights 
the criminalisation of abortion 
and calls on the Taoiseach Enda 
Kenny to repeal the 8th ‘to enable 
the provision of a human rights 


compliant framework for abor- 
tion and information, in law and 
in practice’ and to decriminalise 
abortion. 

The two small words ‘in prac- 
tice’ are extremely significant. 

The Protection of Life during 
Pregnancy Act has provided for 
abortions in law, but we have 
already seen that this legislation 
is completely dysfunctional in 
practice, 

It was proven last summer in 
the tragic case of Miss Y, an asy- 
lum seeker who was pregnant as 
result of rape and became suicidal, 
who was denied an abortion, was 
unable to travel and forced to 
have a C-section. 

The second was by the UN’s 
Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights which 
urged the government to take 
all necessary steps, including a 

referendum, to bring Ireland in 
line with international human 
rights standards. 

The UN committee also criti- 


cised the Government's austerity 


measures in areas such as housing, 


health care and education. 

Both reports have put increas- 
ing pressure on the government 
to hold a referendum to repeal 
the 8th. 

In response, Minister Brendan 
Howlin has stated that there will 
be no referendum under the cur- 
rent government, but that it will 
be part of the Labour Party gen- 
eral election manifesto. 


Most people will know not 
to trust the Labour Party when 
it comes to election promises. 

Ifa referendum was called by 
the next government, we must 
not think thar it will be the same 
as the Marriage Equality. 

The Catholic Right in Ireland 
(and internationally) will fight 
tooth and nail for what they call 
the only ‘abortion-free’ country 


in Western Europe. 

They will pump out a huge 
amount of propaganda and use 
vast amounts of resources in order 
to stop any progress for women 
in Ireland. 

Also, polls have shown vary- 
ing levels of support for abortion 
rights in Ireland. 

They have clearly shown a 
majority support (over 70%) 
for abortion under certain cir- 
cumstances, including rape, incest 
and fatal foetal abnormalities. 

The support for full abortion 
rights is lower, but significantly 
higher chan in the past at 39% 
in 2013 as compared to 28% 
in 1997. 

The Pro-Choice movement 
and all its supporters would 
have to work incredibly hard in 
order to win a referendum on 
repeal the 8". 

Political parties may also 
attempt to divert from a referen- 
dum by proposing amendments 
to Article 40.3.3 to allow tor abor- 
tion under some circumstances, 
such as rape or fatal foetal abnor- 


malities, rather than a removal 
of the Article. 

This would only cause further 
complications around what con- 
stitutes rape and how such an 
incident could be proven, and 
once again women would suffer 
and be further stigmatised. 

Abortion has no place in the 
constitution, but should be re- 
garded as a medical procedure and 
as such it should be a matter for 


a woman and her doctor, with — 


the final decision always lying 
with the woman, 

Ic should also be made avail- 
able for all women, regardless of 


ability to pay or where in the | 


country she lives. 

We must also remember that 
repealing the 8" is necessary not 
just to give women abortion rights 
but also to give appropriate health 
care to pregnant women, 

The struggle to repeal the 8" 
continues with a canference of 
the Coalition to Repeal the 8* 


on Saturday 12" September | 


and the annual March4Choice 
in September. 


Crossing and 
challenging 
borders 


Linda Kehoe reviews Sense8-the | 
atest offering from the Wachowski | 
siblings. 


T=: is much talk about 

Sense8 - which is available 
on Netflix. It is a TV series 
about eight people who become 


connected despite those perceived | 


borders of language, race, 
religion, gender and sexuality and 
the actual borders of continents. 
We could be sceptical and 
imagine that the creators had 
taken this idea and started ticking 
the boxes on a list of “How to 
show the diversity of the human 
race?” Hispanic, Asian, Caucasian 
and African actors: tick. Straight 
and queer: tick. Atheists and 
devout: tick. Male, female and 
transgender: tick. Cops and 
robbers: tick. Rich and opor: tick. 
But after the first few episodes, 
it proves itself as more than that. 
The eight “sensate” (from 
the latin gifted with sense) 
are ordinary people living 
ordinary lives until something 
extraordinary happens to them. 


From their birth as sense8, 
to the development of their 
understanding and the deepenings 
| of their connections with one 
another the audience is brought 
along for the ride, 

Sometimes its fast and exciting, 
sometimes it’s slow. 

There is the shadowy 
overhanging threat that someone, 
| out-there, does not want them 
to exist. This is the storyline 
that has taken a back-seat to the 
portrayal of the relationships of 
| the characters. 

We are shown the loves and 
hates, the ups and the downs of 
each of the 8 in their individual 
lives. 

The most impressive character 
is arguably the transgender Nomi, 
whose mother rejects forcibly 
the notion that her “Michael” 
idenitifies as a woman, who 
has fought to gain acceptance 
within the gay community and 
acceptance of herself - and has 
overcome it all to find love with 
Amanita. 

This excellent portrayal 


| of Nomi’s character can be 


This is a common theme for the 
Wachowskis, who brought us The | 
Matrix and Jupiter Ascending, 

The first few episodes are 
confusing, we only see and hear | 
what the sense8 themselves see 
and hear. 

And they are confused- they 
don't know what is hapening to 
them or why. 

Perhaps its drug-induced 
hallucinatons, perhaps the gods 
are speaking to them, Perhaps 
they are simply going crazy. 

ere are no scenes shot 
outside of their experiences so 
we do nat have any background 
knowledge. 

We know what they know. 


attributed to the skill and real life 
experiences of actor Jamie Clayton 


| and by the direction of Lana, 


formally Larry, Waachowski. 
Nomi is one of 8 characters 
who between them experience 


| so many aspects of life, that the 


audience is sure to connect with at 
least one. 

As the empathy-based shared 
conciuosness of the eight develops 
we are brought along with them. 

From scene-by-scene step by 
step we develop a different view 
of gender politics and identity, 
which introduced in any other 
way would have seemed radical. 

Sense8 is worth the watch. 


Blowing awayt 


James Granell reviews a new collection 
Irish short fiction, 

Young Irelanders, New Island Books 
€13.99 


ave Lordan's anthology, Young 

Irelanders, blows away the 

cobwebs of the culturally 
homogeneous, Catholic, conservative 
Ireland of the twentieth century with 
all of its little islander mentality, false 
prophets and false profits. 

In its place it presents the 
new Ireland - the island of young 
Irelanders. 

These young Itelanders are a 
dynamic group of contemporary 
authors who express the reality of life 
in the twenty-first century. 

The authors presented in the 
anthology navigate new cthical 
considerations, adapt to the new 
cultural and political circumstances 
and deal with the immense changes 
that have pervaded their society in 
recent years. 

By presenting twelve contemporary 
works of short fiction by twelve diverse 
authors, Young Irelanders offers the 
reader a sample of an cvolving scene of 
literature that awaits discovery. 

Sometimes dark, but always 
exhilarating, this anthology will 
certainly provoke the reader to delve 
into the vibrant world of contemporary 


Trish fiction, 

While Lordan, in his introduction, 
concedes that there have been other 
epochs — he points to the 1790s 
— in which the cosmopolitan and 
international nature of Ireland has 
proven fertile ground for literarure to 
feed upon, he contends that ‘there are 
more talented writers, in short fiction 
especially, coming from a far wider 
range of perspectives, with mote things 
to say and more ways of saying ir, than 
ever before.’ He also makes the bold, 
and perhaps unsubstantiated, claim 
that the fiction of grief and mourning 
and of melancholy naturalism, which 
was prevalent during the twentieth- 
century ‘tempts one to describe Irish 
fiction in this period as a provincial or 
regional literature rather than a truly 
international one.’ Lordan contrasts 
this tendency towards melancholy 
naturalism with the more optimistic 
style ushered in by the emergence of 
a more pluralistic and inclusive Irish 
society as represented in this anthology. 

The stories themselves merit rime 
and savouring, 

This is not an anthology to rush 
through. 

Each work ought to be given its 
own time to allow the reader to fully 
appreciate the complexity of the 
various visions of contemporary Ireland 
contained within the volume. 


he co 
a 


While there is no single majorl 
theme running throughout the 
anthology but a number of the stories 
do contain feelings of discomfort 
and otherness, which pethaps 
challenge the idea of the pluralist and 
inclusive Ireland spoken about in the 
introduction, 

This is certainly evident in 
Kevin Curran’s Saving Tanya, Roisin 
O’Donnell's How to Learn Irish in 
Seventeen Steps and Mia Gallagher's 
17:57:39-20:59:03. 

One can’t help but feel that the 
growing secularisation of Irish culture 
has had an impact on a number of the 
authors too. 

Pain, illness and misfortune have no 
sanctifying role in these short stories, 


rather they are presented as chillingly 


bwebs 


meaningless aspects of the human 
condition. 

A couple of outstanding works 
deserve particular mention. 

In the above mentioned How to 
Learn Irish in Seventeen Steps, Roisin 
O'Donnell captures the absurdity and 
humour of a national language that 
very few on the island actually speak, 
while highlighting the difficulties and 
struggles faced by many immigrants 
who attempt to embrace the 
contradictions of Irish culture. 

All this is skillfully set against the 
backdrop of a troubled relationship. 

Alan McMonagle’ The Remarks 
is a Flann O'Brein style whirlwind, 
weaving the reality of shared 
accommodation - two minute noodles 
and cheap bread — with frequent visits 
to the vale of tears. 

The story defies a brief synopsis and 
merits reading and rereading. 

However, by far the best work of 
literature in this anthology is Subject by 
Oisin Fagan, 

It consists of a single sentence, 
evolving staccato style, yet sinuously 
capturing every emotion, reality and 
experience of the young Irelander in 
one painful yet vital breath. 

It is a truly masterful story, woven 
together with care and talent. 

Fagan is certainly a young author to 


keep an eye out for. 4 


| 
| 


li 
| 
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by Westminster; i.e. 

the public sector is too large, wellare 
spending is too high, we must cur back 
on services and give incentives to big busi- 
ness in order to reinvigorate the economy. 

Sinn Féin is not challenging this 
narrative. 

The DUP want to press on with the 
Stormont House Agreement, accepting 
Bt , thar cuts and austerity are the only way 

ms) forward for the economy. 
í jl 


\\ \ il LALI Sinn Féin are in agreement with every 


other aspect of the STA apart from Welfare 
ii \ 


Michael Collins 


or months, the Stormont institutions 

have been on the verge of collapse as 

the main parties try to settle disputes 
over the budget. 

They have now come to an agreement, 
the so called ‘fantasy budget’. 

Fantasy; as it presupposes all parties 
will implement Welfare Reform. 

This is not the case, as Welfare is now 
one aspect of the Agreement which is a 
matter of contention between Sinn Féin 
and the DUP. 

As for the other parts of the Agreement; 
austerity in the public sector, the sell-off of 
public assets, the 20,000 job redundancy 
scheme; both Sinn Féin and the DUP are 
in agreement that these must go ahead. 

Digging the feet in the sand over 
Welfare is welcome, but hardly enough, 
given the extent of austerity implicic in 
the rest of agreement. 

In fact, it could even be seen as merely 
an attempt to save face, and put a left 
wing gloss over a budget which will see 
unprecedented job losses, and austerity 
measures like never before in the North. 

The majority of all this was already 
agreed as far back as December, when 
Sinn Féin and the DUP produced the 
Stormont House Agreement. 

Subsequently, Sinn Fein dropped its 
support for this on the basis they had ‘been 


a erence: b 


cuts. 

< i a 2 } ? When it comes to hospitals, the com- 
Pa , munity and voluntary sector, roads, 
transport, schools; there is to be cuts. 

Sinn Féin Education Minister John 
O'Dowd, himself, recently announced 
that 500 teachers and 1000 support staff 
would be lost in schools by September 
2015. 

We need to mount a major grassroots 
resistance to this budget. 

Any party that considers itself genu- 
inely, anti-austerity, should refuse co 
implement it. 

If this means collapsing the Assembly 
then so be it. 

Why is the institution worth uphold- 
ing if it is simply an instrument for the 
Tories to implement austerity measures? 

If Stormont collapsed it has been sug- 
gested that we could recurn to the ‘dark 


March 13 Strike in Belfast 


misled’ by che DUP over Welfare cuts. 

It was, however, not the case that Sinn 
Fein had been misled. 

As pointed out by Socialist Worker as 
far back as January, the extent of the wel- 
fare cuts had been made clear in Assembly 
debates, and Secretary of State Theresa 
Villiers, among other Tories, consistently 
stated there would be no extra provisions 
for Welfare. 

The real reason behind Sinn Fein’s 
decision to renege on the STA is they 
underestimated the extent of opposition 
from the Trade Union Movement in the 
North Their decision to revert was taken 
shortly after the massive March 13 strike. 

Furthermore, the contradictions of a 


LGBI 


Padraigine Mervyn 


allowing the outstanding success 

in the Republic of Ireland’s 

referendum, there has been a 
massive increase in the momentum for 
the LGBT movement in the North. 

Around 1000 people attended a 
marriage equality rally in Belfast (called 
by People Before Profit Youth) the week 
following the referendum. 

Following this, the Rainbow Project, 
Amnesty International and the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions organised a 
major demonstration, attracting at least 
10,000 people, with many mainstream 
media outlets reporting 20,000. 


Agenda 

These demonstrations have helped 
shape public opinion and have put 
LGBT liberation back on the agenda in 
the North. 

‘The question now is how do we 
continue this movement to achieve 
LGBT equality? We obviously cannot 
rely on Stormont to legislate. ‘they are 


party which claims to be anti- austerity 
in the South, while at the same time, 
implementing a neoliberal budget in the 
North, presented serious problems for their 
electoral aspirations south of the border. 


Content 

While Sinn Féin, rightly, have griev- 
ances over welfare reform, they are 
perfectly content with the rest of the 
Agreement. 

This is worrying as implicit in the bud- 
get are the worst atracks on working class 
people we have seen for a generation 

It is comprised of three main elements; 
firstly, the Stormont House Agreement 
diagnoses the North's economic problems 


completely divided on the issue, and a 
mation for same sex marriage has failed 


Belfast PBP Marriage equality meeting 


as lying in the public sector being too large. 

It proposes massive cutbacks to public 
services such as schools, hospitals, roads, 
transport and welfare. 

‘These cuts are most apparent in the 
plan to slash 20,000 civil service jabs in 
a voluntary redundancy scheme. 

This would see Stormont borrow £700 
million from Westminster to lay off thou- 
sands of workers; a move which no doubt 
would see the Tories rubbing their hands 
together with glee in Downing Street. 

Secondly, the Agreement intends 
the sell-off of public assets: something 
which neither Sinn Fein or the DUP are 
contesting. 


The Waterfront Hall and Belfast Harbor 


four times already, with the DUP using 
a petition of concern to veto this. 


have been earmarked for privatization, and 
the DU P's Arlene Foster recently stated 
NI Water could be a potential revenue 
raiser if water charges were brought in. 

Thirdly. the Agreement intends to see 
powers to set corporation tax devolved. 


Reduce 

The intention here, is to reduce cor- 
poration tax for big business, in the hope 
investment from the private sector will 
plug the inevitable hole that results from 
billions of cuts to public services, and 
thousands of redundancies. 

All the discussions surrounding this 
budget have been squarely situated within 
framework the neo-liberal narrative set 


There are some who argue the best 
way to win liberation is through the 


days’ of the troubles. 


‘This is nonsense, and in fact, is insule- 


ing to working class people here. 


If Stormont collapsed on che basis 
of one party’s rejection of austerity, this 
would give confidence to the anti-austerity 
movement on the streets, give confidence 
to trade unionists in the warkplaces, and 
inspire confidence in people across the 
North to mount a serious challenge to 


the Tories’ neoliberal agenda. 


It’s not cnough to raise concerns about 
one aspect of this agreement. We must 


oppose it in its entirety. 


Stormont has shifted, certainly. But 
only because of pressure from below. More 
of the same will force their hand further. 


Movement in the North 


courts, But this isolates discussions 
about LGBT liberation to the confines 
| of the courtroom, and doesn’t in any 
; way increase confidence for those who 
| want to fight back in the meantime. 
As socialists, we have to be clear that 
the movement needs to stay out on the 
| streets. 


Pressure 

Mass mobilisations like the ones 
we've seen in previous weeks, are the 
best way to influence and put pressure 
on those at the top; be it judges in the 
courtrooms, or politicians in Stormont. 

Pride Festival in Belfast this year — 
from the 24 July to the parade on the 1 
August has the potential to be massive. 
and the demand for marriage equality 
should be central. 

We need to continue the campaign 
on the streets and pur pressure on 
Stormont so they can no longer ignore 
us. More rallies and protests are neede 
if we are to stand up to the bigots and 
break down prejudice and irrational 
social barriers. 


— 


